KING  ALBERT
tucal situation make usual in Belgium. Now the +K   Tf '         a V?ry loyal and intimate letter in German to
tne raiser   reminding him of his repeated assurances. *   Vlf  K JoUowing morning the German Minister speaks to tne Belgian Government and the Press in the same tone as on the previous day. At three o'clock his words appear in  the Soin  "Tour neighbour's roof may perhaps
wu     y°*r °Wn house wil!be safe"
When   diplomats  try to  be poetic, some mischance
usually occurs. All Brussels clings to this sentence; three hours later every child in the little country knows it. Simultaneously comes the news: Germany has invaded Luxemburg 1 Brussels breathes again; so much the safer our own front!
Suddenly, towards evening, Von Below appears at the Ministry. Three hours previously he had received orders to open the secret message. He read it without surprise. He was ordered to represent his Ultimatum as though just received----drives over, presents his Note.
The Belgian reads: As we have reliable information that the French advance along the Meuse "leaves no doubt" of her intention to march through Belgian territory, and as we fear that Belgium will be unable to resist without assistance, Germany is threatened and must in self-preservation anticipate the attack, and therefore must herself also enter upon Belgian soil" If Belgium preserves benevolent neutrality, she is promised territorial aggrandisement at the expense of France. If she maintains a friendly attitude Germany will pay for her troops and make damage good; if she is hostile, war. Twenty-four hours to decide.
The Belgian, still astounded at tone and pretext, is silent. Then he says in rising wrath: "We expected anything but this, Tour Excellency! Germany, who pr-etended to be^our friend, and now expects us to play such a miserable parti"
The Ministerial Council unanimously resolves to refuse. During the evening and the night there are meetings in the palace, till 4 a.m. At half-past one m
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